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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
97-876 December 16, 1982 Washington D C
NA:IONAL DRUNK & DRUGGED VRIVING AWARENESS WEEK. December 12-16, 1982, has been desig-
nated "National Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Week" and was established by joint
resolution of both Houses of Congress last October. Your Congressman gave his un-
eauivocal SUDDort to this initiative indeed the 1oint resolution was unanimouslv Dassel!
£y Congress showing a strong national resolve to address this critical problem. It's
fitting that awareness week has been scheduled during this holiday season when drunk
and drugged driVing accidents are most prone to occur. Also, Congress unanimously
passed a measure which provides incentive grants to states taking recommended steps to
tou~hen anti-drunk driving programs.
Intoxicated driving and the death and destruction it causes is a national prob-
lem affecting every state and local community. Presently, over 25,000 people are kille
each year in alcohol-related auto crashes which is about 70 deaths every day, nation-
wide. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that on an average
weekend night, one out of every ten drivers in the nation is legally impaired or drunk.
Drunk driVing is the most frequently committed violent crime in America. The NHTSA
~cords show that about one million drunk driving collisions occur each year; property
damage ranges upward to some $25 billion a year, not to mention the grief and agony for
the families of victims.
I urge all South Texans to support Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Week. We
can all participate by remembering to buckle-up when we drive, report any suspicious
uriving behavior to local law enforcement officials and urge those officials to hold
an open house for the community on this problem as well as selective enforcement
blitzes at high-risk times and places. And please, don't mix alcohol with even pre-
scription drugs--the recipe is a dangerous one. We should all drive alertly and de-
fensively. But most importantly, don't be an over-generous host this holiday season--
remember, friends don't let friends drive drunk.
II II II II II
CHRISTMAS IN OUR CAPITOL. Earlier this month, I received an invitation from the
President and Mrs Reagan addressed to Mrs de la Garza and me. The invitation "requests
the pleasure of your company" at a Christmas Open House party at the White House on
December 13 at eight o'clock. We have accepted and both look forward to the White
IHouse fete. My friends, this is a social affair. I may not have the opportunity to
do what I'd like most--to remind the President that along the border we're trimming
our Christmas trees with surplus ~esos:
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On December 15, members of Congress will officially turn on the lights
at 5 p.m. on the Capitol Christmas tree. Our tree for this year comes from
Vermont, courtesy of the Forest Service of the U S Department of Agriculture.
In the spirit of energy conservation, the tree lights will be turned on
from 5 p.m. through J1 p.m. only.
II 1/ II 1/ 1/
UPDATE ON VETERANS ASSISTANCE. As you remember from the November 11 issue
of this newsletter, I reported on a new program for veterans, particularly
Vietnam-era veterans, entitled The Veteran's Health Care, Training and
Small Business Loan Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-72). It is important for
South Texas veterans to know that although the President signed this act
into law, the Administration now opposes use of the Veterans Administration
to manage the small business loan program in the Act. They feel that job
is better done by the Small Business Administration.
Be that as it may, the net result of the Administration's monkey
wrench is that this program has no funds to implement its provisions. So
for the moment, there will be no small business loan program as part of
PL 97-72. But this should not overly detract from the other excellent
benefits under the Act, such as health care and employment training.
II II 1/ II II
PAC-MAN MAYBE--BINGO NO: South Texans who may be retired federal workers
receiving a federal pension should not worry about where they play bingo.
Your Congressman has flushed out a rumor that a federal retiree caught playing
bingo in a RV park (Recreational Vehicle park) would lose his pension.
The law on bingo playing in Texas is that it is illegal unless approved
under a local option law. The U S Office of Personnel Management advises
me that the only crime for which a person's pension can be revoked is
treason. As you know, my Washington Congressional office has always been
ready and able to assist our area residents with any problem they may have.
So all federal retirees can relax and enjoy their bingo, if it is otherwise
legal.
II II 1/ II II
VISITORS LAST WEEK. Bob Chandler from McAllen and Craig H Vittitoe of
Harlingen.
II 1/ II 1/ II
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